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Christmas Message from the ELCA Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth A. Eaton  
 
 
 
I remember my home growing up. It was on the west side of Cleveland…  
I still dream about it. It was a place where I felt safe, where my family  
was and it was full of wonderful Christmas memories. My senior  
year of college, my parents moved to the shores of Lake Erie. It’s  
every west sider’s dream in Cleveland to get to the lake, and they  
finally made it. But my home was gone. In fact, I had to find  
directions to my parents’ home for Christmas break.  
I still dream about the home where I grew up. I still miss it and  
can still remember every feature of it. And I realize that all of  
us have a deep longing for home. At Christmastime, I think  
it’s especially poignant and deep for people. Many of our  
Christmas carols talk about being home for Christmas  
and how hard it is when we’re not.  
Then I remembered that Mary and Joseph were not  
home for Christmas that first year. They were far  
from their home, far from their people. They were  
way down in Bethlehem, far from Nazareth. How  
disorienting that must have been for them.  
But the truth is, Mary and Joseph were exactly at  
home for Christmas because with them was the Christ  
child. Jesus is our true home. That’s our hope at  
Christmastime and our hope the year round. We are  
never far from home because Christ is as near to us  
as our own breath or our own pulse. So, wherever you  
find yourself this year, dear church, remember that  
Jesus is with you, and you are home for Christmas.  
 
 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  
Presiding Bishop  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
 
 

Merry Christmas! 
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PASTOR MICHAEL LOUIA  
   prmike@firstlutheranec.org 
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In the beginning ... (John 1:1, NRSV) 

  

So begins the Gospel according to John. The author of John mirrors the words from the first creation 
account in Genesis 1:1 as he tells his story of God’s work in the world through Jesus.  For John God’s 
breaking into the world in Jesus is a continuation of God’s initial work of creation.  As we look to-
wards a new year as a community created by our loving God and fed by the good news of God’s 
work in the world through Jesus, “In the beginning” seems to be an appropriate theme for God’s 
community here. 

  

Not that we should be simply setting our sights on a return to some fondly-remembered past when 
Sunday School rooms were filled to capacity or when the sanctuary pews were crammed with fami-
lies gathered for weekly worship. Instead our theme of “In the beginning” could help us to set our 
sights on God’s hopeful future for us. Looking forward towards a new start for God’s community here 
in Ellicott City, might we envision: 

  

how God is calling us all to engage in the study of the Holy Scriptures in a variety of ways, includ-
ing Sunday morning; 

a time to be fed through God’s word, spoken, sung and eaten as we make worship an important 
part of our weekly routines; 

how we engage with God in God’s work in the world as we bring a message of hope to the hope-
less, peace to those surrounded by violence, and justice to those who live in the midst of in-
justice. 

  

There is no doubt God’s original creation that we have pictured in stained glass murals within the 
worship center isn’t the reality in which we live every day.  But we’re also called to place every ounce 
of our God-given faith in God’s promise to work every day to bring about change that will make even 
a small portion of God’s broken creation more like those images contained in those windows. 

  

Throughout January we’ll be worshipping within the season of Epiphany, a time when we remember 
and give thanks for Jesus’ work in being the in-breaking light in God’s world that the darkness can-
not overcome. (John 1:5) My prayer is that Christ’s inextinguishable light will drive us all to experi-
ence our own epiphanies … our own “In the beginning” moments … a time of re-dedication to letting 
our “light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heav-
en.” (Matthew 5:16 and the ELW Order for Holy Baptism.) 

  

See you on Sunday! 

  

Pastor Mike 

  



PASTOR GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT  
  ggrant@firstlutheranec.org 
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Blessing for a Home at Epiphany 
“On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother.”  - Matthew 2:10-11 

There is a ritual that my husband Bruce and I do every year on or around the Feast of the Epiphany. We do a 

home blessing, going from room to room with a candle and water from the baptismal font, to once again invite God into 

our home and into our lives throughout the year.  It is in the home that we meet Christ in family and friends. It is in the 

home that faith is shared, nurtured and put into action.  And so, we welcome Christ in our home.  
 

This home blessing comes out of Sundays and Seasons, a Lutheran resource.  The time to do this is January 5 

(Twelfth Night), January 6 (Epiphany of our Lord), or another day in the season of Epiphany when you have a gathering 

of family and friends. You don’t have to be a pastor to do this. Thankfully, Martin Luther introduced us to the concept of 

“the priesthood of all believers” - that is that through Christ, God is equally accessible to all the faithful, and every Chris-

tian has equal potential to minister for God. You may assign different parts to family members. 

 

Greeting 

May peace be to this house and to all who enter here. By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is es-

tablished; through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. (Proverbs 24:3-4) 

 

Reading 
As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this household, let us listen to the words of scripture. 
 

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into be-
ing in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. (John 1:1-4, 14-16) 

 

Inscription—(This inscription may be made with chalk above the entrance.) 
 

20 + C M B + 17 
 

(The numbers change every year. The three letters stand for either the ancient Latin blessing ”Christe mansionem bene-
dicat” which means “Christ, bless this house,” or the legendary names of the magi (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar). 
 

The magi of old, known as   C  Caspar, M  Melchior, and B  Balthasar followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell 
among us. 
 

20 two thousand 17 and seventeen years ago. + Christ, bless this house, + and remain with us throughout the new year. 
 

Prayer of Blessing 
O God, you revealed your Son to all people to be the shining light of a star. We pray that you bless this home and all 
who live here with your gracious presence. May your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your truth our 
light, and your peace our benediction; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

(Then everyone may walk from room to room, blessing the house with incense or by sprinkling with water, perhaps using a 
branch from the Christmas tree.) 



Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music 
Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 
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And this star, as bright as day, 

that will never lead astray 

with its message so appealing, 

is the word of God, revealing 

Christ, the way, the truth, the life. 

                    Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, ELW 301 

 

As January begins we are still within the Twelve Days of Christmas (yes, it is a real thing and not just a confusing song!) 

and it will end while in the season of Epiphany. In worship we will continue to proclaim the God-made-flesh in word, 

sacrament, and song, and we pray that we will become more effective disciples as, through word and deed, we reveal 

to a dark world the One who is the way, the truth, and the life.  

 

Many thanks to all the choir singers, ringers, soloists, and instrumentalists who gave even more of their time and tal-

ents throughout the Advent and Christmas season. In addition to Sunday mornings, many folks stepped forward to 

assist with Wednesday Evening Prayer, our four Christmas Eve services, and our Advent/Christmas Concert and Carol-

Sing on December 11. You are much appreciated!    

 

2017 is a great year to be a Lutheran! As the world observes the 500th anniversary of the Reformation we Lutherans 

have even more opportunities to spread the light of Christ and the good news of God’s grace. In future articles we will 

share even more of what Lutherans have done and continue to do for the sake of the world. One of our own big 

events will be the festive concert to celebrate the 20th anniversary of our wonderful pipe organ. Dr. Martin Jean, who 

played the dedicatory recital 20 years ago, has agreed to come back and play the anniversary recital, and it has now 

been set for Sunday, November 5, at 4 p.m. Mark your calendars now. Please note that the full amount to cover the 

cost of the recital has not yet been raised, so I ask that you keep this important event in mind as you consider your 

offerings of gratitude to God. Simply mark your offerings “for the organ anniversary concert.”   

 

But we need not wait until November to attend a concert in our church. In just a few weeks, on January 15 at 7 p.m., 

the Howard County Concert Orchestra, along with dancers, returns to present a concert in our sanctuary. Tickets will 

be available at the door. And Bach in Baltimore will return for two concerts later in the year, helping to make 2017 a 

great year to be Lutheran!  

 

Keep singing! Wayne 



Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director 
   Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 
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UPCOMING DATES:  

January 1st- No Sunday School  

January 5th- Children’s Ministry Team meeting at 6:45pm in the Parlor  

January 8th-29th- Super Bowl Sunday Sub Sale  

January 8th- FLAMES from 6:30-7:30pm in the Social Hall  

January 16th- Youth Committee Meeting at 7pm in the Parlor  

January 20th-22nd- RoadTrip- synod high school youth retreat in Ocean City, MD  

January 22nd- Youth Group for middle and high school youth at 5pm- Movie Night!  

January 29th- Youth Sunday  

 
 

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY SUB SALE - Youth Ministry Fundraiser  
 

Our annual Super Bowl Sunday Sub Sale Fundraiser will take place for the month of January. Look 
for our table in the Narthex to purchase subs for Super Bowl Sunday. Pick up will be on Sunday, 
February 5th.  
 

                                    ROADTRIP- HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH SYNOD RETREAT  
 

Our high school youth will be attending our synod’s annual high school retreat, RoadTrip. We will be in Ocean City, MD 
learning about Global Grace and working on service projects relating to the theme.  
 

YOUTH SUNDAY- JANUARY 29TH  
 

Join us at worship on Sunday, January 29th. Our youth will be leading both services as greeters, ushers, acolytes, and 
assisting ministers.  
 

    Blessings!  
        Lauren Gray 



First Lutheran Preschool  
Jenny James, Director 

410-465-5977 or jjames@firstlutheranec.org 
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The Preschool Board would like to thank the congregation for its support at the Heaven's Kitchen Baked Goods Auction 
and Silent Auction.  We raised $3000 for the Rev. Glenn & Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship Fund.  In addition, we 
also received contributions through the Angel Tree.  Through your generosity, we will be able to offer scholarships to 
families in need.  I am blessed to be the person who gets to see the relief on parents' faces when they receive a schol-
arship.  Thank you for affording me this privilege. 

We all had a fun time thanks to Ralph Fowler for being our auctioneer and to Lauren Gray for coordinating the crafts 
and Santa's secret shop.  Looking forward to next year!    Jenny  James 

"Two VERY happy auction winners!"  



                                    LISTENING TEAM 

Listening to God in the CONGREGATION 

“Preparing the Way” 

 

The LEAD (Living Everyday As Disciples) Listening Team at First Lutheran was commissioned by Council President Linda 
Kay on Reformation Sunday, October 30th.  In November, the Listening Team studied several passages from the book 
of Acts and prayed about how we are like the early church and what that means for God’s future ministry in this com-
munity. In December we began preparing the way for greater involvement by the Congregation. 
 

During our meeting, we discussed various ways that we will be reaching out to the Congregation.  We want to draw 
everyone into the listening process in a more proactive way than we have done so far. We expect to start in February 
with a few survey questions to prime your thinking as it relates to developing a deep, bold, consequential faith in Jesus 
Christ characterized by innovative behaviors that demonstrate our love for God and our neighbors. 
 

In the meantime, reflect on what this deep, bold and consequential faith means for you.  In what times have you been 
supported by the depth of your faith? In what times has God called you to be bold in your faith? How has your faith 
driven you to making decisions differently because of the consequences of your faith? 
 

How would God’s faith community here at First Lutheran be different if we all were deeper, bolder and more conse-
quential in our faith?  Join us as we pray for our faith, our congregation, our neighborhood and all of God’s creation.  
 

Pastor Mike Pastor Gigie Joanna Casto George Conklin      Cathy Rice Jay Zumbrun 
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UPDATE ON THE ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN! 

Thank you for your offerings to help alleviate hunger in the world. As of December 22, 2016 
you’ve given a total of $5,155.20 to ELCA World Hunger.  
 

For all of 2016, you made offerings totaling $23,258.20 to the four ministry areas covered by the 
Always Being Made New Campaign: 
 

Global Mission: $ 10,475 
New and Renewing Congregations: $5,102 

Leadership: $2,526 
Hunger: $5,155.20 

 

Our annual goal for offerings for all of these ministries was $19,000. Overall we surpassed that goal … Thanks be to 
God! 
 

From January – March 2017 we’ll be collecting offerings in support of the new and renewing congregation ministries of 
the ELCA and our synod. In addition to our offerings for Breath of God in Highlandtown, we’re looking to collect $1,000 
or more for these ministries.  
 

You’re invited to participate by making your offering either with your regular offering, using either the special envelope 
included in your envelope packet or the Always Being Made New envelopes found in the pew racks, or through our on-
line giving platform. To use this service, you can access the give option off our website, use the give option on our new-
ly available app (for mobile devices) or simply text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. You’ll receive a link to our giving app and 
can make your designated offering by selecting the ELCA Campaign option.* 
 

Your participation, in whatever way you feel called to participate, is appreciated! 
 

*When you send 'firstlutheranec' to 77977 you will receive a one-time reply containing a link to give to First Lutheran (1msg/request). Please be 
aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit 
https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.  

https://pushpay.com/terms
https://pushpay.com/privacy


FROM THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
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One EC Recovery Project  
(Ellicott City Long Term Recovery) 

 
Much has been done in the Ellicott City Historic District to recover from the July 30th, 2016 flood.  A 
full range of government, non-profit agencies and volunteers provided emergency care and complet-

ed emergency repairs.  But, there are still many immediate and long term needs. 
 
Ellicott City is now entering a new phase of recovery which will be long-term and more far-reaching.  It is being led by 
a new non-profit organization called One EC Recovery Project.  This group formed from a grassroots effort of local 
groups; under the guidance of Pastor Phil Huber, Disaster Preparedness and Response Coordinator for Delaware and 
Maryland, Lutheran Disaster Response. That's why Lutherans are usually the last to leave a disaster; because we stay 
to create a community-based organization that reaches out to the community long after other organizations are 
done. 
 
One EC Recovery will be fully active by January 1st at which time all volunteer recovery efforts, including donations, 
will be directed to them.  The projects will be managed by a Board of Directors which includes local non-profit 
groups, churches, Main Street residents, Main Street business owners, and Howard County government officials.  
Lutheran Disaster Response has already made a financial pledge. 
 
First Lutheran Church is one of the five partner churches associated with One EC Recovery Project.  Pastor Grant is a 
member of the Board of Directors.  She also chairs the Holistic Recovery Subcommittee which is tasked with spiritual, 
emotional and community identity recovery. Church member Cathy Rice is the chairperson for the Case Review Sub-
committee which will review reports from caseworkers about homeowner needs and recommended assistance.  The 
Case Review Committee is in need of volunteers to serve on the subcommittee who have experience with: 
 

Home and/or property improvement projects to review construction recommendations, 
Social services casework to review caseworker reports. 

 
Other opportunities to serve this long-term recovery ministry are: 

Volunteer or organize a group to perform home renovations 
Assist with fundraising 
Provide pro bono professional services (such legal, financial) 
Donate time and talent for grant-writing; especially regarding historic preservation or storm water management. 

 
If you are interested in assisting or know of someone with the appropriate skills, please contact Pastor Gigie at the 
church office or Cathy at 410-750-9631.   

The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting following Advent Worship on December 21st.  In addition to 
hearing reports from various congregation ministry teams, other business included: 
 

Approval for Youth Ministry to hold a Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser. 
 

Election of Organization Structure Committee members: Cathy Rice (chair), Diane Schwarzman, and Rich Funke. 
 

Approval of an expenditure of up to $4,500 for annual tree trimming and dead tree removal on the church and 
parsonage property. 

 

Approval to collect offering monies to support the Community of St. Dysmas AfterCare program. (Offerings will be 
collected January 8-22) 
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First Lutheran’s after hours 
Medical Emergency  

Phone Number 
    (for evenings and weekends only) 

 

If you have a medical emergency, 
or death in the family  

and need to speak to the pastor immediately,  
call: 

 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at  

410-465-2977 

First Lutheran Fact Sheet  
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First Lutheran on Facebook 

 

 

 

Like us on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/First-Evangelical-
Lutheran-Church-143823785640557/?

ref=bookmarks. 

Stay connected with First Lutheran 
from any mobile device! 

 
In November, we announced 
our newly-created custom app. 
By searching your respective 
app store (search First Lutheran 
Ellicott City) you can download 
this free app. 
 
Once downloaded (make sure 
you opt for push notifications so 
you’ll be notified when updates 
are available), you have access 
to much information about first 
Lutheran and the ministry God 
has going on in this place. 

Interested in joining First Lutheran? 
 

When Jesus called his first disciples, 
he simply invited the, “Come and 
see.” 
 

Following Jesus’ example, we invite 
anyone who would like to become a member of the 
congregation to contact one of the pastors for a one-
on-one orientation. 
 

New members are received on the fourth Sunday of 
every mouth. 

 

Keep up with the latest news from First Lutheran 
 

To receive church announcements and our weekly  
e-letters, go to First Lutheran Church’s website at  
 

www.firstlutheranec.org 
and look for the button 

 
 
 

Fill in your name and email address. 
That’s all there is to it!! 

SIGN UP NOW 

Electronic Giving 

By accessing the “GIVE” tab on our website or texting 
“firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile device, you 
are able to establish an on-line giving profile and make 
offerings to a variety of designations. Offerings can be 
made from a checking account, debit card or credit card. 
Each electronic transaction occurs over a safe, encrypted 
connection.  
 
When you send 'firstlutheranec' to 77977 you will receive 

a one-time reply containing a link to give to First Luther-

an (1msg/request). Please be aware that Msg & Data 

rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit 

https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy 

please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply 

HELP or STOP to cancel.  

The most  recent Sunday sermons by Pastors 
Mike and Gigie, can be found on our First Lu-
theran app, First Lutheran’s Facebook page 
and on our First Lutheran web page. Feel free 
to share them with your friends and encourage 
them to come and listen “in person.”  

https://pushpay.com/terms
https://pushpay.com/privacy


Prayer Shawl Team  
 

Monday, January 9, 2017 
10: 00 a.m. in the parlor  

Contact Ginny Fan for more information, 
410-750-7237 

Sewing Circle (Quilters) 
 

Monday, January 9, 2017  
 

If you can cut or pin fabric  
we’d love to have you join us. 

 
Second Monday of the month  
at 9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall 

 
Call Mary Sullins at 410-465-6723 for more information. 

Men’s Bible Study & Fellowship Group  
 

Friday, January 20 at 7:30 a.m. 
Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100) 

 

This is an informal group that discusses the bible, 
prays together, shares stories and generally, has a 
good time while realizing that we are all chosen to 
do God’s work and spread his word. We meet on the 
3rd Friday of each month.  For more information con-
tact Jay Zumbrun at 443-745-0737 or Pastor Mike at  
410-465-2977. 

      Nursing Home Worship Service 
 

  Wednesday, January 11 
10:30 a.m. departure 

                We return by noon. 
 

Volunteers are appreciated..  
     Meet at the church to carpool.  

Deadline for articles and activities for 
the February 2017 issue of  

the Messenger is  

Sunday, January 8, 2017.  
 

Please email Phyllis@firstlutheranec.org and include 
the word “Messenger” in the subject line. 
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Women’s and Children Place 

January 21, 2017 

Watch for the menu and sign-up sheet 
                      on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

 
Depart the church at 4:30 for a 6:00 p.m. meal.  
Questions, call Gail Tabeling at 410-531-3938.  

The Next FOOD, FEMALE, FUN 
(FFF) gathering will be at Janet 
Rupert’s home!  All ladies are wel-
come to join this ever changing 
group that gathers for food, fun 

and female companionship. Please join us Friday, 
January 13th at 6pm.  You are asked to bring an 
appetizer, dessert, and or adult beverage, along 
with a friend.  Give Janet a call and let her know 
you can make it. (410-486-0105) 

The Martha Circle will meet on Tuesday, 
January 10, at 10:00 a.m. in the Youth 
Room. The program “Epiphany” will be pre-
sented by Pastor Joe and Carol Lettrich. Re-

freshments by Joan Burns.  
 

All women of First are invited. 

ON THE JANUARY CALENDAR 
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PARISH REGISTER  

Faith and Film Series—Winter/Spring 2017 
A series of feature films celebrating faith in our lives 

all showings begin at 7 PM in the Fellowship Center 
 

All are welcome to attend, refreshments served, all films shown with closed captions 
 
The Faith and Film series is about celebrating life and inspiring each of us through the power of story.  Since the ad-
vent of the movies, there have been countless stories that have reached in and touched the soul.  Consider the pow-
er of story to move you along in your journey.  Consider the power of story to remind each of us of the importance of 
faith, hope and love.  Consider the potential for the world to be a better place.  And consider the possibility that films 
change people and people change the world.  This series will be shown in the Fellowship Center at First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and the community is invited to attend.  All showings are at 7 PM.  All films are shown with closed 
captions.  Light refreshments are provided by the Fellowship Committee of FELC.  All this information, and more, can 
be found on the church web page:  http://www.firstlutheranec.org/ 
 
 
THE QUEEN OF KATWE                      Wednesday, February 1, 2017 
 
"Queen of Katwe" is the true story of a young girl selling corn on the streets of rural Uganda.  Her world rapidly 
changes one day when she meets Robert Katende ) at a missionary program where she is introduced to the game of 
chess, and, as a result of the support she receives from her family and community, is instilled with the confidence 
and determination she needs to pursue her dream of becoming an international chess champion.  Released just this 
past October, this Disney release had very limited play in the theaters but garnered a 95% critic rating on Rotten To-
matoes.  Released 2016.   Rating:  PG; 124 minutes. “What could have so easily been turned into a sickly-sweet, com-
ing-of-age story actually ends up being a realistic and warm celebration of family, faith and having a sense of purpose 
that will leave you feeling moved.”  N.Y. Times   

It is the responsibility of the Memorial Gifts committee to decide how monetary contributions received from members 
and friends of the congregation are used with the approval of the Congregation Council for any expenditure over 
$200.00.  The committee keeps an accurate record of all gifts received and acknowledges the gifts given both to the 
family of the one memorialized and to the giver of the gift. The committee keeps a list of needs that could be met 
through Memorial gifts. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS AND DEDICATIONS 

Youth Fund:                  as of November 30, 2016 
 

     In memory of Bruce Schmickley by Annette Hackner 
 
Pastor and Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship Fun 
     

     In honor of Stella Ludwig's birthday by Glenn and DeDe Severn 

Baptism of  
Kooper L. McCarthy, son of Melissa and Michael McCarthy 
   born May 30, 2016, baptized November 20, 2016 
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Christmas Baskets were given to the Glory of God . . . 
 

To thank God for our blessings by Martha McSorley 
In dedication to military families who serve our country by Capt. Steve and Alicia Brinkley 
 

In memory of: 
Ned Farley, father of Peggy by Mike and Peggy Anuszewski 
son Chris Doer and our parents by Doris and Bud Dodd 
their parents, Rev. Arthur and Corinne Combs and Clyde and Severine Miles by Evelyn and Paul Combs 
their parents by John and Susan Garde 
her parents, William and Hilda Hanson, by Dorothy Griffin 
Bruce G. Schmickley by Annette Hackner 
their mothers, Barbara Dietrich and Arla Rosecrans, by John and Debbie Hardesty 
Frank and Katharine Palulis by Frank and Chris Palulis 
loved ones by Lorraine Peddicord 
her husband, Wilmer M. Sanner, II, by Lily Sanner 
Fred and Margaret Schoenbrodt by their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren by Maggie Sheer 
Fred and Margaret Schoenbrodt and Rita and David Myers by Lisa Myers 
loved ones by Margarete Skroupa 
Joan C. Thielemann by Brooke Thielemann 

 

In honor of: 
Sarah Brzezinski, and Kelly and Jeff Marquart by Carol and Tom Brzezinski 
their granddaughters, Rachel and Sarah, by Mom-Mom and Pop-Pop, Ed and Barbara Derreth 
the Mmari family in Tanzania 
their grandchildren, Tabitha and Nathaniel, by Jerry and Sharon Kramer 
the Pangani Lutheran Children’s Centre by the Psoras family 
Edward Alan Rude by Geri Rude 
his wife, Charlotte, and the Christmas Decorating Committee by Elwood Wallich 
her Godchildren, Maggie Sheer, Christopher and Nathan Schoenbrodt by Lisa Myers 
 

and by Kathi White 

Seymour, Maxine, Yasmine and Isaac Allen—to the members of First Lutheran Church. Thank you so very much for 
Blessing us with a Christmas food basket.  We are so grateful for our giving Howard County Community. Wishing you a 
wonderful Holiday Season and a prosperous 2017!  

 

Erika and Phyllis thank 

everyone for the cards, 

gifts, our staff bonuses 

and the caring words 

and kindnesses that we receive not just 

at Christmas time but also throughout 

the year. We want you know that we are 

here for you to help in any way we can.  

It means a lot to us to know you are also 

here for us.  Thank you all and have 

blessed Christmas and holiday season. 



17 



18 



1
9

 



2
0

 


